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Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question. Then fill 
in the answer on your answer document.

Copyright restrictions prevent “Postcard: New Delhi” from being 
displayed in this format. To access this selection, please refer to 
Time Magazine, November 26, 2007. For Time Magazine subscribers, 
the selection is available at http://www.time.com/time/magazine/
article/0,9171,1684522,00.html.

A map and a photograph were included with this selection in the 
printed version of the English I Reading test and are shown below.
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After reading “Postcard: New Delhi,” do you think Gupta’s modified airplane is a 
good idea? Explain your answer and support it with evidence from the selection.  
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Score Point 0 — Insufficient Response to the Question 

Insufficient responses indicate a very limited reading performance.  

These responses have one of the following problems. 

 The idea is not an answer to the question asked. 

 The idea is incorrect because it is not based on the text. 

 The idea is too general, vague, or unclear to determine whether it is 
reasonable. 

 No idea is present. Sometimes the response contains only text evidence. At 
other times there appears to be an idea; however, this idea cannot be 
considered an answer to the question because it merely repeats verbatim, or 
“echoes,” the text evidence.  
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Score Point 0 
The student presents an idea that is too general to determine whether it is reasonable.  
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   Score Point 0 

This response is insufficient because the student presents an idea that is not based on the selection. 
The idea that the modified airplane helps people get over their fear of flying cannot be supported by 
textual evidence from the selection.  
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   Score Point 0 

In this response the student presents an idea that merely “echoes” the textual evidence provided. 
Because the student has not presented his own original idea, this response indicates a very limited 
reading performance. 
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Score Point 0 
The student asserts that the modified airplane is a good idea.  However, the student does not explain 
why she thinks the modified airplane is a good idea. Instead, she strings together a series of 
quotations from the selection in an attempt to explain. This response is insufficient because no idea 
is present. A response that contains only textual evidence indicates that the student’s reading 
performance is very limited.  
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Score Point 1 — Partially Sufficient Response to the 
Question 

Partially sufficient responses indicate a basic reading performance.  

These responses have one of the following characteristics. 

 The idea is reasonable, but the response contains no text evidence.  

 The idea is reasonable, but the text evidence is flawed and does not 
adequately support the idea. Text evidence is considered inadequate when it 
is 

o only a general reference to the text,  
o too partial to support the idea,  
o weakly linked to the idea, or 
o used inappropriately because it wrongly manipulates the meaning of the 

text. 

 The idea needs more explanation or specificity even though it is supported 
with text evidence. 

 The idea represents only a literal reading of the text, with or without text 
evidence. 
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Score Point 1 
The student presents the idea that the modified airplane helps people and supports this idea with 
relevant textual evidence. However, the idea needs more explanation or specificity. Therefore, this 
response remains only partially sufficient.                                                                                                             

 
 

                                                                        
                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                   Single – 6 

 
Score Point 1 
The student offers the reasonable idea that the modified airplane is not a good idea because Gupta 
is instilling false hopes and dreams in poor families. However, no textual evidence is provided to 
support the idea. Therefore, this response is only partially sufficient.  
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Score Point 1 
The student presents the reasonable idea that the modified airplane is a good idea because it is very 
inspiring for Indian people who aren’t very fortunate. However, the textual evidence provided is 
flawed because it is only weakly linked to the idea. The textual evidence does not support the idea 
that people are inspired by the airplane. Therefore, this response indicates only a basic reading 
performance.  
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Score Point 1 
In this response the student presents several reasonable ideas why the modified airplane is a good 
idea: it helps people learn more about aircraft, it is a dream of some people just to sit in an airplane, 
and it informs people about the cost of a true flight. This response, however, is only partially 
sufficient because the student includes paragraph citations but does not provide specific evidence 
from inside the paragraphs that would support the ideas. 
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Score Point 2 — Sufficient Response to the Question 

Sufficient responses indicate a satisfactory reading performance.  

These responses have the following characteristics. 

 The idea is reasonable and goes beyond a literal reading of the text. It is 
explained specifically enough to show that the student can make appropriate 
connections across the text and draw valid conclusions.  

 The text evidence used to support the idea is accurate and relevant. 

 The idea and text evidence used to support it are clearly linked. 

 The combination of the idea and the text evidence demonstrates a good 
understanding of the text. 
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Score Point 2  
The student presents the reasonable idea that the modified airplane is not a good idea because 
there are many people in India who cannot afford a real airplane ticket. A direct quotation is 
provided to sufficiently support the idea. The combination of the idea and the evidence 
demonstrates that the student has a good understanding of the text. 
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Score Point 2 
The student presents the reasonable idea that the modified airplane is a good idea because kids 
will be inspired to study hard and set career goals. The student provides relevant textual evidence 
to support the idea, demonstrating a satisfactory reading performance.  
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Score Point 2 
The student offers the reasonable idea that the modified airplane is a good idea because it allows 
people the chance to experience the process of flying without ever leaving the ground. A direct 
quotation is provided to support the idea, making this a sufficient response. 
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Score Point 2 
The student offers the reasonable idea that the modified airplane is a good idea because it teaches 
passengers how to act and treat others on a real aircraft. The direct quotation the student uses is 
clearly linked to the idea, indicating a satisfactory reading performance. 
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Score Point 3 — Exemplary Response to the Question 

Exemplary responses indicate an accomplished reading performance.  

These responses have the following characteristics. 

 The idea is perceptive and reflects an awareness of the complexities of the 
text. The student is able to develop a coherent explanation of the idea by 
making discerning connections across the text. 

 The text evidence used to support the idea is specific and well chosen. 
Overall, the evidence strongly supports the validity of the idea. 

 The combination of the idea and the text evidence demonstrates a deep 
understanding of the text.  
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Score Point 3 
In this accomplished reading performance, the student presents the perceptive analysis that the 
modified airplane is a good idea because Gupta used his childhood experiences to inspire others to 
dream. The student uses a combination of direct quotations, paraphrase, and specific synopsis to 
support the idea. The combination of the idea and evidence demonstrates that the student has a deep 
understanding of the text. 
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Score Point 3 
The student presents the idea that modifying the airplane motivates those Indians who are 
economically disadvantaged and gives them a chance to dream for a better future. This analysis 
demonstrates the student’s ability to make discerning connections across the text, and well-chosen 
textual evidence enhances this analysis. This response represents an accomplished reading 
performance. 
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Score Point 3 
In this exemplary response, the student develops a coherent analysis by making discerning 
connections across the text. Specific and well-chosen textual evidence supports the analysis, 
demonstrating the student’s awareness of the complexities of the selection. 
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Score Point 3 
The student uses specific paraphrased text taken from throughout the selection to develop a 
coherent synopsis that supports the validity of the analysis. The student’s perceptive analysis and 
well-chosen textual evidence reflects a deep understanding of the selection. 
 




